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Women have played a vital role in shaping British politics, from the
suffragettes who fought for the right to vote to the pioneering women who
were elected to Parliament in the 20th century. In Women of Westminster,
historian Sarah Childs tells the stories of some of the most remarkable
women who have served as MPs, from the early trailblazers to the
contemporary figures who are making history today.

Drawing on extensive research and interviews, Childs paints vivid portraits
of these women, revealing their motivations, their achievements, and the
challenges they faced. She examines the impact they have had on British
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politics, both as individuals and as a collective force. And she explores the
ways in which their experiences have shaped the political landscape for
women today.

Women of Westminster is an inspiring and informative account of the
women who have helped to shape British democracy. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in politics, history, or women's studies.

The Trailblazers

The first women to be elected to the House of Commons were Nancy Astor,
Margaret Wintringham, and Constance Markievicz. They were elected in
1919, just a year after women over the age of 30 were finally granted the
right to vote. These women faced enormous prejudice and discrimination,
but they refused to be silenced. They spoke out on behalf of women's
rights, social justice, and peace. And they helped to pave the way for the
generations of women who followed them into Parliament.

One of the most remarkable trailblazers was Nancy Astor. She was the first
woman to take her seat in the House of Commons, and she quickly
became one of the most outspoken and controversial MPs. Astor was a
passionate feminist and pacifist, and she used her platform to advocate for
women's rights, disarmament, and social reform. She was also a skilled
politician, and she quickly rose through the ranks of the Conservative Party.
In 1923, she became the first woman to serve in the British Cabinet.

Another trailblazer was Margaret Wintringham. She was the first woman to
be elected to Parliament as a Labour MP. Wintringham was a committed
socialist and trade unionist, and she devoted her life to fighting for the



rights of working people. She was also a strong advocate for women's
rights, and she played a key role in the campaign for equal pay for women.

The third trailblazer was Constance Markievicz. She was the first woman to
be elected to the House of Commons as a Sinn Féin MP. Markievicz was a
passionate Irish nationalist, and she dedicated her life to the fight for Irish
independence. She was also a committed socialist and feminist, and she
believed that women should have the same rights and opportunities as
men.

The Pioneers

The women who were elected to Parliament in the years after the Second
World War faced a different set of challenges than the trailblazers. They
were no longer the only women in the House of Commons, but they were
still a small minority. And they still faced discrimination and prejudice from
some of their male colleagues.

Despite these challenges, the women who were elected to Parliament in
the post-war years made significant contributions to British politics. They
helped to pass important legislation on issues such as education, health
care, and social welfare. And they played a key role in the campaign for
equal rights for women.

One of the most prominent pioneers was Barbara Castle. She was elected
to Parliament in 1945, and she quickly became one of the most influential
Labour MPs. Castle was a passionate advocate for social justice, and she
played a key role in the development of the welfare state. She also served
as Minister for Overseas Development and Secretary of State for Social
Services.



Another pioneer was Shirley Williams. She was elected to Parliament in
1964, and she quickly became one of the most respected Labour MPs.
Williams was a strong advocate for social justice, and she played a key role
in the development of the welfare state. She also served as Secretary of
State for Education and Science and Secretary of State for the Home
Department.

The pioneers who were elected to Parliament in the post-war years helped
to pave the way for the women who followed them. They broke down
barriers, challenged stereotypes, and made significant contributions to
British politics.

The Contemporary Figures

The women who are elected to Parliament today are a diverse group,
representing a wide range of backgrounds and experiences. They come
from all walks of life, and they bring a variety of perspectives to the House
of Commons. But they all share a common goal: to make a difference in the
world.

One of the most high-profile contemporary female MPs is Theresa May.
She was elected to Parliament in 1997, and she quickly rose through the
ranks of the Conservative Party. In 2016, she became the second woman
to serve as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.

Another contemporary female MP is Diane Abbott. She was elected to
Parliament in 1987, and she is the first black woman to serve as an MP.
Abbott is a passionate advocate for social justice, and she has played a
key role in the campaign for racial equality.



The contemporary female MPs represent a new generation of women in
politics. They are breaking down barriers, challenging stereotypes, and
making significant contributions to British politics. They are an inspiration to
all of us, and they give us hope for a better future.

The women who have served as MPs have made a significant contribution
to British politics. They have fought for women's rights, social justice, and
peace. And they have helped to shape the political landscape for women
today. Women of Westminster is a fascinating and inspiring account of the
women who have helped to shape British democracy. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in politics, history, or women's studies.
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