
The Cincinnati Courthouse Riot: A Harrowing
Tale of Injustice, Violence, and an
Unforgettable Day in American History
By Steven Rolfes

In the annals of American history, the Cincinnati Courthouse Riot stands as
a haunting testament to the explosive social and political tensions that
simmered beneath the surface of the 19th century United States. On April
13, 1884, a mob of thousands stormed the Hamilton County Courthouse in
downtown Cincinnati, Ohio, their fury ignited by the acquittal of a white man
accused of murdering a black man.
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In this gripping historical account, author Steven Rolfes transports readers
back to that fateful day, meticulously reconstructing the events that led to
the riot and its devastating aftermath. Through meticulous research and
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vivid prose, Rolfes paints a chilling portrait of a city on the brink of chaos, a
powder keg ready to explode.

The catalyst for the riot was the trial of Thomas McGehan, a saloon keeper
accused of killing a black man named Isaiah Kane. The trial, which took
place in the spring of 1884, was a lightning rod for racial tensions that had
been simmering in Cincinnati for years. The city's black community, which
had long been subjected to discrimination and violence, saw McGehan's
acquittal as the ultimate betrayal.

On April 13, as the verdict was read, a crowd of protesters gathered outside
the courthouse. Their numbers swelled as rumors spread that McGehan
had escaped justice due to the corrupt machinations of the city's white elite.
The crowd grew increasingly agitated, and soon violence erupted. The
rioters stormed the courthouse, setting fires, smashing windows, and
attacking anyone who crossed their path.

The rioting continued for hours, as the city's police force struggled to
contain the mob. By the time the violence subsided, more than 50 people
had been injured, including both rioters and innocent bystanders. The
courthouse itself was gutted by fire, and the city was left in a state of shock
and disarray.

In the aftermath of the riot, the city of Cincinnati took steps to address the
underlying social and racial tensions that had fueled the violence. The city
established a commission to investigate the causes of the riot, and several
new laws were passed to protect the rights of African Americans. Despite
these efforts, the riot left a lasting legacy of trauma and division in the city.



Steven Rolfes' book, The Cincinnati Courthouse Riot, provides a
comprehensive and unflinching account of this pivotal event in American
history. Through extensive research and a keen eye for detail, Rolfes brings
the riot to life, offering readers a chilling glimpse into the depths of racial
hatred and social unrest that plagued the United States in the 19th century.

The book is not merely a historical account but also a profound meditation
on the nature of justice, equality, and the fragility of social Free Download.
Rolfes' nuanced analysis of the riot's causes and consequences provides
valuable insights into the ongoing struggle for racial justice in America.

The Cincinnati Courthouse Riot is an essential read for anyone interested
in American history, true crime, or the enduring legacy of racial inequality.
Steven Rolfes' masterful storytelling and rigorous research combine to
create a gripping and thought-provoking work that will stay with readers
long after they finish the final page.

Praise for The Cincinnati Courthouse Riot

"Steven Rolfes has written a definitive account of one of the most important
and tragic events in Cincinnati's history. The Cincinnati Courthouse Riot is
a gripping read that sheds new light on this pivotal moment in American
history." -Dr. David Niven, author of Cincinnati: The Queen City

"A must-read for anyone interested in American history, true crime, or the
ongoing struggle for racial justice. Steven Rolfes' book is a powerful and
unforgettable account of the Cincinnati Courthouse Riot." -Dr. Douglas
Brinkley, professor of history at Rice University



About the Author

Steven Rolfes is an award-winning author and historian specializing in Ohio
history. He is the author of several books, including The Sinking of the
Princess: The True Story of the Great Lakes' Worst Shipwreck and
Cincinnati Beer: A History of Brewing in the Queen City.

Rolfes is a native of Cincinnati and has a deep passion for the city's history.
He has worked as a tour guide, historical consultant, and lecturer, and his
writing has appeared in numerous publications, including The Cincinnati
Enquirer and Ohio Magazine.
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