
NGOs and Lifeworlds in Africa:
Transdisciplinary Perspectives
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have become increasingly
prominent in Africa over the past few decades. These organizations play a
wide range of roles in African societies, from providing basic services to
advocating for social and political change. However, the relationship
between NGOs and local communities is often complex and contested.
This book explores this relationship from a transdisciplinary perspective,
drawing on a range of case studies to provide a nuanced understanding of
the ways in which NGOs interact with local lifeworlds.
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Theories of NGO-Community Relations

There is a wide range of theoretical perspectives on the relationship
between NGOs and local communities. Some scholars argue that NGOs
can play a positive role in development by providing resources and
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expertise to communities. Others argue that NGOs can be detrimental to
local communities, by undermining traditional authority structures and
promoting individualism. This book draws on a range of theoretical
perspectives to provide a nuanced understanding of the complex and
multifaceted relationship between NGOs and local communities.

Case Studies

The book includes a range of case studies from across Africa. These case
studies explore the different ways in which NGOs interact with local
lifeworlds. Some of the case studies focus on the positive impact of NGOs,
while others focus on the negative impact of NGOs. The case studies
provide a rich and detailed account of the complex and multifaceted
relationship between NGOs and local communities.

This book provides a valuable contribution to the literature on NGOs and
local communities in Africa. The book's transdisciplinary approach provides
a nuanced understanding of the complex and multifaceted relationship
between NGOs and local lifeworlds. The book's case studies provide a rich
and detailed account of the different ways in which NGOs interact with local
communities. The book is essential reading for anyone interested in the
role of NGOs in Africa.

About the Authors

The book is edited by a team of leading scholars in the field of NGO-
community relations in Africa. The editors have extensive experience in
research and practice in this field. The book's contributors are a diverse
group of scholars and practitioners from a range of disciplines, including
anthropology, development studies, political science, and sociology.
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