
Carlos Hathcock: Longest Mission, Best
Snipers
Carlos Hathcock was a legendary Marine sniper who served in the Vietnam
War. He is credited with 93 confirmed kills, making him one of the most
successful snipers in U.S. history. Hathcock's longest mission lasted for 40
days, during which time he killed 33 enemy soldiers. His story is an
incredible tale of courage, skill, and determination.
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Early Life and Career

Hathcock was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1942. He grew up in a small
town and was an avid hunter and outdoorsman from a young age.
Hathcock joined the Marines in 1965 and quickly became one of the top
shooters in his unit. He was sent to Vietnam in 1966 and quickly made a
name for himself as a skilled sniper.

Vietnam War
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Hathcock served in Vietnam for three tours of duty. During his first tour, he
was credited with 32 confirmed kills. He returned to Vietnam for a second
tour in 1967 and was assigned to the 1st Marine Division. During this tour,
he was involved in some of the heaviest fighting of the war. Hathcock was
awarded the Navy Cross for his actions during the Battle of Hue.

Hathcock's longest mission began in May 1969. He was tasked with taking
out a North Vietnamese machine gun nest that was pinning down a Marine
unit. Hathcock spent 40 days in the field, tracking the enemy soldiers and
waiting for the perfect opportunity to strike. He finally killed the machine
gunners and their spotters, allowing the Marine unit to advance.

Hathcock was wounded in action several times during his time in Vietnam.
He was shot in the leg, the stomach, and the face. He also suffered from
malaria and dysentery. Despite his injuries, Hathcock continued to fight and
became one of the most respected snipers in the Marine Corps.

Post-Vietnam War

Hathcock left the Marines in 1970. He returned to the United States and
worked as a civilian sniper instructor. He also wrote several books about
his experiences in Vietnam. Hathcock died in 1999 at the age of 56.

Legacy

Carlos Hathcock is considered one of the greatest snipers in U.S. history.
His courage, skill, and determination are an inspiration to all who serve in
the military. Hathcock's story is a reminder that even in the most difficult of
circumstances, it is possible to achieve great things.

Further Reading



* Carlos Hathcock on Wikipedia * Carlos Hathcock on History.com * One
Shot, One Kill: The Legendary Sniper Carlos Hathcock
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