
America In Search Of Public Philosophy: A
Search For Meaning In A Postmodern World
America In Search Of Public Philosophy is a book that explores the decline
of public philosophy in America and the search for meaning in a
postmodern world. The book argues that the decline of public philosophy
has led to a loss of public discourse and a decline in the quality of public
life. The book also offers a path to revitalizing public philosophy and
restoring meaning to public life.
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The Decline Of Public Philosophy

Public philosophy is a branch of philosophy that deals with the relationship
between the individual and the state. It is concerned with questions such as
the nature of justice, the role of government, and the rights and
responsibilities of citizens.
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In the United States, public philosophy has a long and distinguished history.
The Founding Fathers were all philosophers, and they drew on their
philosophical ideas to create the American Constitution. In the 19th century,
public philosophy was a major force in American intellectual life.
Transcendentalists such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau argued that the individual should be free from the constraints of
society and that the government should play a limited role in people's lives.
Pragmatists such as William James and John Dewey argued that truth is
not absolute and that the best way to solve problems is through
experimentation and compromise.

However, in the 20th century, public philosophy began to decline. This
decline was due to a number of factors, including the rise of positivism, the
fragmentation of the intellectual community, and the increasing role of the
mass media.

Positivism is a philosophical school that holds that all knowledge is based
on experience and that metaphysics is meaningless. Positivists argue that
public philosophy is a waste of time because it cannot be verified through
experience.

The fragmentation of the intellectual community also contributed to the
decline of public philosophy. In the 19th century, there was a relatively
small number of intellectuals who were engaged in public debate. However,
in the 20th century, the intellectual community became increasingly
fragmented, as new disciplines emerged and scholars became more
specialized. This fragmentation made it difficult for public philosophers to
reach a wide audience.



The increasing role of the mass media also contributed to the decline of
public philosophy. In the 19th century, public debate was conducted
primarily through newspapers, magazines, and books. However, in the 20th
century, the mass media became increasingly powerful, and it began to
dominate public discourse. This made it difficult for public philosophers to
compete with the mass media for the attention of the public.

The Search For Meaning In A Postmodern World

The decline of public philosophy has had a number of negative
consequences for American society. One consequence is that it has led to
a loss of public discourse. In the past, public philosophy was a major force
in public debate. However, today, public debate is often dominated by
partisan politics and sound bites. This has made it difficult for Americans to
have meaningful conversations about the important issues facing the
country.

Another consequence of the decline of public philosophy is that it has led to
a decline in the quality of public life. In the past, public philosophy helped to
shape American culture and values. However, today, American culture is
increasingly shaped by the mass media. This has led to a decline in the
quality of public discourse and a decline in the quality of public life.

In a postmodern world, there is a need for a new public philosophy. This
new public philosophy must be able to address the challenges of a
postmodern world, such as the decline of public discourse and the decline
in the quality of public life.

A Path To Revitalizing Public Philosophy



There is a number of ways to revitalize public philosophy. One way is to
encourage more people to study philosophy. Philosophy can help people to
understand the world around them and to think critically about the issues
facing society.

Another way to revitalize public philosophy is to create more opportunities
for public debate. Public debate is essential for a healthy democracy. It
allows people to exchange ideas and to come to a better understanding of
the issues facing society.

Finally, it is important to support public intellectuals. Public intellectuals are
individuals who are willing to speak out on the important issues facing
society. Public intellectuals can play a vital role in shaping public discourse
and in improving the quality of public life.

America In Search Of Public Philosophy is a book that offers a path to
revitalizing public philosophy and restoring meaning to public life. The book
is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the future of American
democracy.



Public philosophy is a branch of philosophy that deals with the relationship
between the individual and the state. It is concerned with questions such as
the nature of justice, the role of government, and the rights and
responsibilities of citizens.

In the United States, public philosophy has a long and distinguished history.
The Founding Fathers were all philosophers, and they drew on their
philosophical ideas to create the American Constitution. In the 19th century,
public philosophy was a major force in American intellectual life.
Transcendentalists such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau argued that the individual should be free from the constraints of
society and that the government should play a limited role in people's lives.
Pragmatists such as William James and John Dewey argued that truth is
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not absolute and that the best way to solve problems is through
experimentation and compromise.

However, in the 20th century, public philosophy began to decline. This
decline was due to a number of factors, including the rise of positivism, the
fragmentation of the intellectual community, and the increasing role of the
mass media.

Positivism is a philosophical school that holds that all knowledge is based
on experience and that metaphysics is meaningless. Positivists argue that
public philosophy is a waste of time because it cannot be verified through
experience.

The fragmentation of the intellectual community also contributed to the
decline of public philosophy. In the 19th century, there was a relatively
small number of intellectuals who were engaged in public debate. However,
in the 20th century, the intellectual community became increasingly
fragmented, as new disciplines emerged and scholars became more
specialized. This fragmentation made it difficult for public philosophers to
reach a wide audience.

The increasing role of the mass media also contributed to the decline of
public philosophy. In the 19th century, public debate was conducted
primarily through newspapers, magazines, and books. However, in the 20th
century, the mass media became increasingly powerful, and it began to
dominate public discourse. This made it difficult for public philosophers to
compete with the mass media for the attention of the public.

The Search For Meaning In A Postmodern World



The decline of public philosophy has had a number of negative
consequences for American society. One consequence is that it has led to
a loss of public discourse. In the past, public philosophy was a major force
in public debate. However, today, public debate is often dominated by
partisan politics and sound bites. This has made it difficult for Americans to
have meaningful conversations about the important issues facing the
country.

Another consequence of the decline of public philosophy is that it has led to
a decline in the quality of public life. In the past, public philosophy helped to
shape American culture and values. However, today, American culture is
increasingly shaped by the mass media. This has led to a decline in the
quality of public discourse and a decline in the quality of public life.

In a postmodern world, there is a need for a new public philosophy. This
new public philosophy must be able to address the challenges
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