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Agrarianism, a philosophy emphasizing the importance of rural life and
agriculture, has played a significant role in shaping American society and
culture. From the colonial era to the present day, agrarian thinkers have
advocated for policies that promote family farms, local economies, and
environmental sustainability.

In the early 20th century, a group of intellectuals at Yale University emerged
as leading proponents of agrarianism. These intellectuals, known as the
Yale Agrarians, published a series of essays and books that critiqued the
growing industrialization and urbanization of American society. They argued
that a return to rural values and a decentralization of power were essential
for the nation's well-being.

The Yale Agrarians' work had a profound impact on American thought and
policy. Their ideas inspired the New Deal's agricultural policies, which
aimed to support family farmers and rural communities. The Agrarians'
critique of industrialization also influenced the environmental movement,
which emerged in the 1960s and 1970s.
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Today, agrarianism continues to be a relevant and important philosophy. As
the world faces challenges such as climate change and economic
inequality, agrarian thinkers offer insights and solutions that can help us
create a more sustainable and just society.

The Yale Agrarian Studies Series is a collection of essays and books that
were published by Yale University Press between 1938 and 1968. The
series was edited by Donald Davidson, one of the leading members of the
Yale Agrarians.

The Agrarian Studies Series covered a wide range of topics, including
agriculture, economics, history, literature, and philosophy. The essays and
books in the series provided a comprehensive critique of industrialization
and urbanization, and they offered a vision of a more sustainable and just
society.

The Agrarian Studies Series was a major intellectual achievement, and it
had a significant impact on American thought and policy. The series helped
to shape the New Deal's agricultural policies, and it inspired the
environmental movement. The Agrarian Studies Series continues to be an
important source of insights for scholars and policymakers today.
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The Yale Agrarian Studies Series addressed a wide range of issues, but
several major themes emerged throughout the series. These themes
included:

The critique of industrialization and urbanization. The Agrarians
argued that industrialization and urbanization were destroying
American society and culture. They believed that these forces were
leading to the loss of traditional values, the decline of rural
communities, and the erosion of environmental sustainability.

The importance of agriculture. The Agrarians believed that
agriculture was the foundation of a healthy society. They argued that
farmers were the guardians of the land and that they played a vital role
in preserving American values.

The need for a decentralized society. The Agrarians believed that
power should be decentralized and that local communities should have
more control over their own affairs. They argued that this would lead to
a more democratic and just society.

The importance of tradition. The Agrarians believed that tradition
was an important source of wisdom and guidance. They argued that
we should learn from the past and that we should not be too quick to
embrace new ideas.

The Yale Agrarian Studies Series was a major intellectual achievement,
and it had a significant impact on American thought and policy. The series
helped to shape the New Deal's agricultural policies, and it inspired the
environmental movement. The Agrarian Studies Series continues to be an
important source of insights for scholars and policymakers today.



The Agrarian Studies Series is a reminder of the importance of agrarianism
in American history. The Agrarians' critique of industrialization and
urbanization is still relevant today, and their vision of a more sustainable
and just society is one that we should all strive to achieve.

The Yale Agrarian Studies Series is a valuable resource for anyone
interested in American history, agrarianism, or environmentalism. The
series provides a comprehensive critique of industrialization and
urbanization, and it offers a vision of a more sustainable and just society.
The Agrarian Studies Series is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the roots of the modern environmental movement.
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